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ESPON
The ESPON YoungStars Seminar "Create Europe!" 2005 is a special ESPON seminar for young people (students and young professionals) interested in European spatial planning.  It will take place on 30-31 May 2005 in Ljubljana, Slovenia and is co-financed by the European Community through the INTERREG III ESPON 2006 programme. 
For information visit http://www.bbr.bund.de/index.html?/raumordnung/europa/espon/youngstars.htm. 


BIENNIAL
All ECTP members should have received Biennial Newsletters 5 and 6 from the Conference secretariat in Copenhagen.  If not please ask ECTP for copies and make sure that your own members know about the event, for example by making a link from your association’s website to the 6th Biennial site: www.cityliving-livingcity.org. 
 
SPRING GA IN BRUSSELS  
The Agenda and papers have gone out for the ECTP Spring General Assembly.  It is on 12 and 13 May at the Brussels Europe Liaison Office (BELO), 63 Avenue d’Auderghem, 1040 Brussels.  A map, a hotel list and the attendance reply slip will be sent in a separate message to all delegates. 
 
ECTP DIRECTORY
From the latest edition of the ECTP Directory (attached for ECTP members) you will see that we now have the names and contact details of the delegates and President of the National Council of the Chamber of Planners in Poland (KRIU).  The President is Zygmunt Ziobrowski of the Institute of Urban Development, and the delegates will be Adam Kowalewski and Maciej Chojnacki.  If you have any updates for the list, please send them to the ECTP Secretariat. 
 
TWO INTERESTING ARTICLES FROM GERMANY
“Unconditional Surrender: The Gradual Demise of European Diversity in Planning” by Prof. Klaus Kunzmann, University of Dortmund, Germany, has been posted in the Discussion area of the ECTP website (http://www.ceu-ectp.org/e/disdocs.html) to promote discussion within ECTP about different approaches to European planning  systems.  We are grateful to SRL which has kindly given permission for us to reproduce the article first published in “PlanerIn” issue 2004/4.
 
The German Journal of Urban Studies: Demographic Change and its Consequences for Cities Vol. 44 (2004)‚ No. 1 (http://www.difu.de/index.shtml?/publikationen/dfk/en/04_1/)  Many European cities face or will face a shrinking and older population. This special volume includes five articles showing that demographic change (particularly decline) is a serious problem for all German local authorities.
 
HELP WANTED
Judith Ryser and Teresa Franchini are editing the next edition of the International Manual of Planning Practice for ISoCaRP on CD and in book form. For those not familiar with this excellent and indispensable publication, the country entries are short, and the emphasis is on planning practice and how the planning system works - or does not work  - in the real world.  The editors would be particularly glad to hear potential contributions on Hungary, Slovakia, Estonia, Lithuania, Malta, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland and Norway.  Email ECTP Secretariat for the outline and style guide, or contact the editors direct on jryser@dircon.co.uk
 
HASTA LUEGO, MARÍA PILAR
At the end of January María Pilar Sancho Marco retired as President of the ECTP’s Spanish member, AETU.  In her letter of farewell to ECTP (available from the Secretariat) she writes about growth and change in AETU during her five-year term, and reiterates AETU’s commitment to promoting exchange of experience between professional planners in European countries.  “I thank each and every one of the delegates and presidents of the Associations with representation in the ECTP for their kindness and welcome, as well as the effort to make our profession a job that is more and more appreciated by the leaders and the grassroots of society, as well as for their concern and work to attain the highest possible professional training.  I, from my position as a grass root member, and as a professional in the matter, will continue working towards this, too.  I fondly recall the occasions that the Meetings have offered me to be able to meet you and collaborate in the work of that organisation.”
 
In his reply, the President wrote “Saying farewell is always a little sad, but if you can point at as many achievements that were accomplished during your presidency as you are able to, then it is also a moment of justified pride.  AETU has always been an active member in the ECTP and we can look back to a variety of events that were really successful thanks to AETU's efforts. Some recent remarkable events were the European Planning Awards in Valladolid, the 5th Biennial of Towns and Town Planners in Barcelona and the celebration of World Town Planning Day in Logroño last November.   As president of ECTP, I would like to thank you for everything you personally have done for the profession in Spain, as well as in Europe.”

EVENTS 
12 - 13 May      ECTP Spring General Assembly, Brussels
9-11 June         6th Biennial in Denmark & Sweden*; possible ECTP ExCo
9 July                ExCo in London (if not held at Biennial)
13–18 July        AESOP Congress “The Dream of a Greater Europe”, Vienna*
13-14 October  ECTP-ESPON Seminar, Luxembourg
17-20 October  ISoCaRP Congress “Sexy Cities”, Bilbao*
11 Nov             CEMAT meeting, Ljubljana with ECTP Autumn GA
 
*For more detail on these events go to the Forthcoming Events area of the ECTP website www.ceu-ectp.org/e/events.html

This bulletin is sent to ECTP member organisations, delegates and Presidents, as well as other selected contacts of ECTP.  If you do NOT wish to receive it, please email “delete” to secretariat@ceu-ectp.org.  To include an item next time, please send it to the same address with “Bulletin” in the subject line.
 
Vos contributions en français sont également souhaitées.
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