Invitation to register for electronic conference: “People, Planning and Participation: Can ICT help?
You are invited to register for the PICT Electronic Conference “People, Planning and Participation: Can ICT help?   For nearly three years, ECTP has been supporting the research project "Planning Inclusion through Client e-Training" which is now in its final phase.  Delegates who were at the Lisbon General Assembly of ECTP in November 2003 will remember Linda Wright's presentation about it, and may have helped with the questionnaire. 
 

PICT, financed by the LEONARDO programme of the European Union, is helping communities in Hungary, Greece, the UK and Belgium to influence their environments, and training planners to help them.   I attach the most recent PICT Newsletter which describes this work in the four neighbourhoods where the PICT programme is working.
 

The electronic conference will run from Sunday 8th to Monday 16th May 2005.   You can find out more about the Conference by visiting the website at http://econference.pict.hu , and you can register at http://econference.pict.hu/registration.asp.    
 

We believe the electronic conference will appeal to planners who are committed to involving the public in planning, and are looking for ways to put this into practice.  The e-conference should also be of value for those assessing systems requirements and designing new packages and programmes for e-governance and training.

The  aims of the conference are:
 
    - to stimulate discussion among academics and practitioners
    - to share experience of identifying and evaluating the new opportunities offered by ICT to planning and governance.   
    - to explore research needs
    - to discuss and promote examples of good practice.
  
We hope to upload papers on the conference website this week.  Outputs from the PICT project so far - including the report on public participation in planning, surveys of clients’ learning needs and ICT tools developed in all countries - will be presented. 

During the discussion days (11, 12 and 13 May) there will be a facility to join a moderated internet discussion.   The resulting comments will be written up and a final paper circulated to all registered participants.


I hope you will visit the site and register.  If you have colleagues who you know are working on these issues, please tell them about the conference and encourage them to register, too.

Judith Eversley
ECTP Secretariat - Secrétariat C. E. U.
41 Botolph Lane
LONDON
EC3R 8DL
UK - Royaume-Uni
tel  : +44 1225 78 92 95
fax: +44 20 7929 81 99
